
THE C ONS TI TU TI ON O F TH E NU I GALW AY FL AC SOC IE TY  

 

ART IC L E ONE –  Ti t le  

 

1 . 1  T he  na me o f t he  So c ie t y s ha l l  be  T he  Fr ee  Leg a l  Ad v ic e  C l in ic s  

So c ie t y,  NUI  Ga lw a y,  he r e ina ft e r  r e fe r r ed  t o  as  ‘ t he  So c ie t y’ .   

1 . 2  T he  So c ie t y ma y be  co mmo nly k no w n as :  FL AC.  

 

ART IC L E TWO –  Ai m s  

 

2 . 1  T he  So c ie t y’ s  p r imar y a im is  t o  p ro mo t e  a nd  fac i l it a t e  a cce s s  t o  

ju s t ice  o n ca mp us  in  NUI  Ga lwa y.  T he  So c ie t y w i l l  fu l f i l  t h is  a im b y 

he lp ing  s t ude nt s  w ho  r equ ir e  le ga l  in f o r mat io n t hr o ugh t he  p r o v is io n o f 

f r e e  leg a l  ad v ic e  c l in ic s .   

2 . 2  T r a ined  la w s t ude nt s  s ha l l  wo r k  u nder  t he  sup er v is io n o f a  

qua l i f ie d  p r a c t it io ner  a nd  d is t r ibu t e  le ga l  in fo r mat io n as  is  r equ ir ed .  

Mat t e r s  d is cu ss ed  a t  t he  le ga l  a d v ic e  c e nt r e  c l in ic s  s ha l l  be  s t r ic t l y 

co nf id e nt ia l in  na t u r e .   

2 . 3  T he  So c ie t y s ha l l  a lso  p r o mo t e  and  h ig h l ig ht  a r ea s  w her e  t he r e  a r e  

ine qu a l it ie s  i n  ac ce ss ing  ju s t ice  fo r  s t ude nt s  a nd  fo r  o t he r  me mber s  o f 

so c ie t y.   

 

ART IC L E THR E E –  M emb e rsh ip  

 

3 . 1  A l l  cu r r e nt  s t ude nt s  a nd  cu r r e nt  s t a f f  o f t he  U n ive r s it y  s ha l l  be  

e l ig ib le  t o  beco me fu l l  me m ber s  o f t he  So c ie t y.  

3 . 2  An y e l ig ib le  p e r so n s ha l l  beco me a  me mber  o f t he  So c ie t y  upo n 

r eg is t e r ing  w it h t he  So c ie t y o n a ny So c ie t ie s '  Da y,  o r  us ing  t he  o ff ic ia l  

so c ie t ie s  r e g is t r a t io n p r o cedur e .  

3 . 3  T he  Aud it o r  ma y,  upo n co nsu lt a t io n w it h t he  Co mmit t ee ,  awar d  

Ho no r a r y L i fe  Me mber s h ip  ( H L M)  t o  any me mbe r  o r  a lu mn i  w ho m t he y 

dee m a ppr o pr ia t e .  

3 . 3 . 1  An HL M is  e nt it led  t o  ent r y t o  So c ie t y e ve nt s  bu t  is  no t  

e nt it led  t o  a  vo t e  at  r egu la r  mee t ing s  o r  Annua l  G e ner a l  M ee t ing  

( AGM)  /  E xt r ao r d inar y Ge ner a l  Me e t ing  ( E G M) ,  a nd  is  a lso  no t  ent it led  

to  s t and  fo r  a  co mmit t ee  po s it io n.  



3 . 3 . 2  I f  a n H L M be co me s  e l ig ib le  fo r  fu l l me mbe r s h ip  a s  pe r  

Ar t ic le  3 . 1  t he y  s ha l l ha ve  t he  sa me  r ight s  as  a  fu l l  me mbe r .  

3 . 3 . 3  T he  S ecr e t a r y s ha l l  ma int a in  a nd  upda t e  a  l is t  o f t he  

So c ie t y’ s  H L M s.  

 

ART IC L E FO UR –  Co m mit t e e  

 

T he  bus ine s s  o f t he  So c ie t y s ha l l  be  co nd uc t ed  by a  co mmit t ee ,  

a nnu a l ly e le c t ed  o r  appo int ed  a nd  s ha l l  se r ve  fr o m t he  f i r s t  o f Ju ly.  A l l 

fu l l  me mber s  o f t he  S o c ie t y a r e  e l ig ib l e  t o  be  e le c t ed  t o  t he  co mmit t ee .  

T he  co mmit t ee  s ha l l  co ns is t  o f t he  fo l lo w ing  p er ma ne nt  me mber s :   

 

1 .  Audi t o r  

2 .  Vice - Aud i t o r  

3 .  T rea su re r  

4 .  Sec ret a ry  

5 .  Soc ia l  Se c ret a ry  

6 .  Pub li c  R e la t i ons  O f f i ce r  

7 .  M edia  Of f i c e r  

8 .  S t ra t eg i c  Advi so r  

 

T he  Co mmit t ee  s ha l l  ha ve  po wer  t o  e le c t  o t he r  suc h o ff ic e r s  a s  ma y be  

dee me d  ne ce s sa r y o r  su it a b le  fo r  t he  c a r r y ing  o u t  o f it s  o b je c t s .  

 

4 . 1  Audi t o r  

T he  Aud it o r  s ha l l  a c t  a s  t he  head  o f t he  So c ie t y a nd  s ha l l  ma int a in it s  

a ims .  H is  o r  he r  p r ima r y du t y is  t o  p r es id e  o ver  me e t ings  o f t he  so c ie t y 

a nd  t o  co - o r d ina t e  t he  wo r k  o f co mmit t ee  me mber s .  T he  Aud it o r  s ha l l  

a lso  r ep r e se nt  t he  So c ie t y in  a l l  ma t t e r s .  

 

4 . 2  Vice - Audi t o r  

T he  V ic e - Aud it o r  mu st  a ss is t  t he  Aud i to r  in  t he  ge ner a l r u nn ing  o f t he  

So c ie t y.  T he  V ic e - Au d it o r  s ha l l  a s su me t he  du t ie s  o f t he  Au d it o r  

s ho u ld  t he  Aud it o r  be  a bse nt  o r  una b le  t o  fu l f i l  h is / he r  du t ie s .  T he  

V ice - Aud it o r  s ha l l  be  r e spo ns ib le  fo r  t he  o r ga n is a t io n a nd  r u nn ing  o f 



t he  So c ie t y’ s  fr ee  le ga l  ad v ic e  c l i n ic s .  T he  V ic e - Aud it o r  ma y fu l f i l  a n y 

ge ner a l  r o le  a s  d e f ine d  by t he  Co mmit t ee .  

4 . 3  T re asu re r  

T he  T r e as u r e r  s ha l l  be  r e spo ns ib le  fo r  t he  f ina nc ia l a f fa i r s  o f t he  

So c ie t y.  T h is  inc lud es  u pda t ing  t he  Co mmit t ee  o n f ina nc ia l de t a i ls  a nd  

i r r e gu la r i t ie s ,  ac t ive ly se ek ing  fu nd ing  fo r  t he  So c ie t y  a nd  p r epar ing  

a n a nnua l  r e po r t  o n t he  f ina nc ia l  a f fa i r s  o f t he  So c ie t y.  

 

4 . 4  Sec ret a ry  

T he  S ecr e t a r y s ha l l  ma int a in  no n - f ina n c ia l  r e co r ds  o f t he  So c ie t y.  T he y 

s ha l l be  r e spo ns ib le  fo r  t ak ing  a nd  r ea d ing  minu t e s  a t  eac h So c ie t y 

me e t ing .  T he  minu t e s  must  be  pa s sed  by t he  So c ie t y a nd  s ig ne d  by t he  

Secr e t a r y a nd  t he  Aud it o r .   

T he  S ecr e t a r y ma y a lso  be  d ir ec t ed  t o  e nt e r  int o  co r r espo nde nc e ,  a nd  

s ha l l upd a t e  t he  Co mm it t ee  o f a ny co r r espo nd e nc e  r ec e ive d .  

 

 4 . 5  Soc ia l  Se c ret a ry  

T he  So c ia l S ecr e t a r y s ha l l ,  in  co nsu l t a t io n w it h t he  co mmit t ee ,  

o r gan is e  a l l  so c ia l a nd  e xt e r na l  e ve nt s  o f t he  So c ie t y.  T he  So c ia l  

Secr e t a r y s ha l l  a lso  ac t  in fo r ma l ly a s  t he  So c ie t y’ s  I nc lu s io n &  

D iver s it y  O f f ic e r .  

 

4 . 6  Pub li c  Re la t ion s  Of f i ce r  

T he  P u b l ic  Re la t io ns  O f f ic e r  s ha l l  be  r espo ns ib le  fo r  ma int a in ing  t he  

So c ie t y’ s  ima ge  a nd  p r o mo t ing  it s  a im s  a nd  e ve nt s .  T h is  inc lu de s ,  bu t  

is  no t  l imit ed  t o ,  t he  ma nage me nt  o f S o c ie t y ad ver t is ing ,  ma i l i ng  l is t s  

a nd  t he  e xer c is e  o f ge ner a l  p u b l ic  r e la t io ns .  

 

4 . 7  M edia  Of f i ce r  

T he  Me d ia  O f f ic e r  s ha l l  be  r e spo ns ib le  fo r  p r o duc ing  a nd  p r o mo t ing  

t he  So c ie t y’ s  o f f ic ia l  po dca s t :  T he  FL AC - C a s t .  T he  M ed ia  O f f ic e r  s ha l l  

be  r es po ns ib le  fo r  a l l  a sp ec t s  o f t he  po dca s t ,  and  mu st  e ns u r e  a t  lea s t  4  

ep iso de s  a r e  r e le as ed  p er  se me s t e r .  T he  Me d ia  O f f ic e r  ma y a ls o  a ss is t  

t he  Pu b l ic  R e la t io ns  O f f ic e r  w her e  nec es sa r y.   

4 . 8  S t ra t eg i c  Advi so r  

T he  S t r a t eg ic  Ad v iso r  s ha l l  be  r es po ns ib le  fo r  e nsu r ing  t he  co nt inu it y 

o f t he  So c ie t y a nd  ad v is ing  t he  Co mmi t t ee  o n t he  e xer c is e  o f it s  



po wer s .  T he  S t r a t eg ic  Ad v iso r  mu st  ha ve  s e r ved  o n a  p r e v io u s  

Co mmit t ee  o f t he  So c ie t y.  T he  S t r a t eg ic  Ad v iso r  ma y a lso  p r o v id e  

e xt e r na l  ad v ic e  t o  t he  So c ie t y.  

 

ART IC L E F IV E –  M eet ing s  

5 . 1  T he  Co mmit t ee  s ha l l  me e t  a t  lea s t  f ive  t ime s  a  ye ar .  T hr ee  co l le ge  

da ys ’  no t ic e  mu st  be  g ive n  t o  a l l  Co mmit t ee  Me mber s .  T he  quo r u m fo r  

suc h mee t ing s  s ha l l  be  a  s imp le  ma jo r i t y o f me mber s .   

5 . 2  Me e t ing s  o f t he  So c ie t y s ha l l  be  r u n in  acco r da nce  w it h S t a nd ing  

Or der s  appr o ved  b y t he  Co mmit t ee  o f t he  So c ie t y .  

 

5 . 3  Annua l  Gen e ra l  M e et ing  

 

T he  Annu a l  Ge ner a l Me e t ing  s ha l l  be  he ld  du r ing  S e me st e r  T wo ,  a t  t he  

d is c r e t io n o f t he  Co mmit t ee .  M e mbe r s  mu st  be  g ive n f ive  co l le ge  da ys ’  

no t ic e .  T he  Me e t ing  mu st  be  he ld  a t  le as t  t wo  weeks  be fo r e  t he  f i r s t  

e xa mina t io n.  T he  quo r u m s ha l l  be  1 0%  o f a c t ive  me mbe r s .  

 

5 . 4  E xt ra o rd in a ry  G ene ra l  M eet ing  

An E xt r a o r d inar y Me e t ing  ma y be  co nve ned  b y a  ma jo r it y  de c is io n o f 

t he  co mmit t ee  o r  o n fo o t  o f a  p e t it io n s ig ned  by t e n So c ie t y me mber s .  

An E xt r ao r d inar y G e ner a l  M ee t ing  mu s t  be  he ld  w it h in  1 4  da ys  o f t he  

r es ig na t io n o f a ny Co mmit t ee  Me mbe r .  

No t  mo r e  t ha n fo ur  E xt r ao r d inar y Ge ner a l  M ee t ing s  ma y be  he ld ,  t wo  

in  t he  f i r s t  se me s t e r  a nd  t wo  in t he  s ec o nd  s e me s t e r .  T he  q uo r u m s ha l l  

be  5%  o f ac t ive  me mber s .  I n  t he  c as e  o f  a n E xt r a - Or d ina r y M ee t ing ,  

fo u r  co l le ge  d a ys ’  no t ic e  mu st  be  g ive n.   

 

ART IC L E SIX –  E le c t ion s  &  Vot ing  

 

6 . 1  T he  Co mmit t ee  o f t he  So c ie t y s ha l l  be  e le c t ed  a t  t he  Annu a l  

Ge ner a l  M ee t ing ,  e xcep t  w her e  o t her w is e  p r o v ide d  fo r  in  t h is  

Co ns t it u t io n.   

  

6 . 2  T he  Aud it o r  s ha l l  ap po int  a  Re t u r n ing  O f f ic e r  fo r  e lec t io ns .  T he  

Aud it o r  ma y ap po int  t he ms e lve s  a s  r e t u r n ing  o ff ic e r .  T he  Re t u r n ing  

O ff ic e r  ma y no t  be  a  ca nd id a t e  in  a n y o f t he  e le c t io ns .  T he  Re t u r n ing  



O ff ic e r  mu st  no t  vo t e ,  ba r  t o  cas t  a  cas t ing  vo t e  in  t he  e ve nt  o f a  t ie .  I n  

t he  e ve nt  o f a  t ie ,  t he  Au d it o r  ( wher e  t he y a r e  t he  r e t u r n i ng  o ff ic e r )  

r ece ive s  a  c as t ing  vo t e ;  in  t he  e ve nt  wher e  t he y a r e  no t  t he  r e t u r n ing  

o ff ic e r ,  t he y r ece ive  no  ca s t ing  vo t e .   

  

6 . 3  A l l  fu l l  me mbe r s  o f t he  So c ie t y s ha l l be  e l ig ib le  fo r  e le c t io n t o  t he  

Co mmit t ee .  

  

6 . 4  Ca nd ida t e s  fo r  eac h po s it io n o n t he  Co mm it t ee  o f t he  So c ie t y mu st  

be  p r o po sed  a nd  se co nd ed  by me mber s  o f t he  So c ie t y a t  t he  AG M.  T he  

ca nd ida t es  ma y no t  p r o po se  t he ms e lve s .   

  

6 . 5  A l l  me mbe r s  o f a t  lea s t  30  da ys  s t a nd ing  o f t he  So c ie t y s ha l l  be  

e nt it led  t o  vo t e  in  t he  e le c t io n o f t he  Co mmit t ee .  T he  S ecr e t a r y mu st  

p r es e nt  t he  me mbe r s h ip  l is t  o f t ho se  e l ig ib le  t o  vo t e  a t  t he  e lec t io n.   

  

6 . 6  T he  e le c t io n o f me mber s  o f t he  Co mmit t ee  s ha l l  t ake  p la ce  b y 

se c r e t  ba l lo t  a t  t he  AG M.  T h is ,  a t  t he  d is c r e t io n t he  Re t u r n ing  O f f ic e r  

w it h t he  ag r e e me nt  o f t wo - t h ir ds  o f t he  me mber s h ip  a t t end ing  t he  

AGM,  ma y be  c ha nged  t o  a  sho w o f ha nd s .  S ho u ld  t h is  be  im p le me nt e d  

it  i s  co ns id er e d  t o  be  a  c ha nge  co nf ine d  to  t ha t  spe c i f ic  AGM /E GM a nd  

no t  be  de e me d  a  c ha ng e  t o  t he  Co ns t it u t io n.   

  

6 . 8  A l l  vo t es  w i l l  be  in  l ine  w it h E le c t o r a l Ac t  1992  

 

ART IC L E SEV EN –  R es ignat ion s  &  Vacan c ie s  

7 . 1  T he  r es ig na t io n o f a n y me mbe r  o f t he  Co mmit t ee  s ha l l  be  in s t it u t ed  

by a  le t t e r  o f r es ig na t io n t o  t he  Secr e t a r y o f t he  So c ie t y.    

  7 . 1 . 1  I n  t he  ca se  o f t he  r e s ig na t io n o f t he  Secr e t a r y,  r e s ig na t io n 

ma y be  ins t it u t ed  by a  le t t e r  o f r e s ig na t io n t o  t he  Aud it o r .  

 

7 . 2  I n  t he  ca se  o f r e s ig n a t io n dur ing  t e r m t ime ,  t he  r e s ig n ing  

Co mmit t ee  me mber  mu st  ha ndo ver  a l l  So c ie t y p r o per t y,  pa ss wo r ds  a nd  

ha ndo ver  do cu me nt s  as  p e r  Ar t ic le  12 . 1  to  t he  Co mmit t ee ,  a nd  w her e  

p r ac t ica l ,  a s s is t  w it h t he  indu c t io n o f h is / he r  r ep la c e me nt .  

 



7 . 3  An E xt r ao r d inar y G e ner a l  M ee t ing  to  f i l l  t he  va ca nc y s ha l l be  

co nve ne d  w it h in 14  da ys  o f t he  Secr e t a r y’ s  r ec e ip t  o f a n y r e s ig na t io n.  

T he  Co mmit t ee  ma y a ppo int  a  me mber  t o  t he  va ca nt  po s it io n d ur ing  t he  

in t e r im.  

 

ART IC L E E IGHT –  Finan ce s  

8 . 1  T he  p r ima r y r e spo ns ib i l it y fo r  ma n ag ing  t he  f ina nce s  o f t he  So c ie t y 

l ie s  w it h t he  T r ea su r e r  in  co nsu lt a t io n w it h t he  co mmit t ee .  

 

ART IC L E NI NE –  A m end ment s  

9 . 1  Ame nd me nt s  t o  t h is  Co ns t it u t io n s ha l l  be  a f fe c t ed  a t  t he  Annua l  

Ge ner a l  M ee t ing  o r  an E xt r ao r d inar y G e ner a l Me e t ing  a nd  s ha l l  be  

su b je c t  t o  t he  Fo r ma l Appr o va l  o f t he  U n iver s it y So c ie t ie s  Co mmit t ee .   

9 . 2  Ame nd me nt s  r eq u ir e  t he  a f f i r mat iv e  vo t e  o f t wo  t h ir d s  ma jo r i t y  o f 

me mber s  p r e se nt  a t  t he  mee t ing  t o  pass  

 

ART IC L E TE N –  Di ss o lu t ion  

O n t he  d is so lu t io n o f t he  So c ie t y it s  a s se t s  s ha l l  be  ha nded  o ver  t o  t he  

U n iver s it y.  T he  So c ie t y ma y be  d is so lved  by a  t hr ee  qu ar t e r s  ma jo r it y  

vo t e  o f it s  me mbe r s h ip  a t  a  Ge ner a l  M ee t ing  o r  an E xt r ao r d inar y 

Ge ner a l  M ee t ing  o f t he  So c ie t y.  T he  S o c ie t y ma y a lso  be  d is so lve d  by 

dec is io n o f  t he  US C.  T he  So c ie t y s ha l l  fa l l  in t o  abe ya nc e  w her e  it  fa i l s  

t o  va l id ly e le c t  a  co mmit t ee  fo r  t wo  succe s s ive  year s .   

 

ART IC L E EL EV EN –  In t e rp ret a t ion  

T he  I nt e r p r e t a t io n o f t he  fo r e go ing  c la use s  s ha l l  r e s t  so le ly w it h t he  

So c ie t y.  

 


